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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bromyard  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  annual  report  here  presented  deals  with  the  health  of  the  district  and 
the  activities  of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year  1956.  It  has 
been  prepared  jointly  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  myself. 

Though  there  were  no  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  of  a serious  character 
during  the  twelve  months,  a minor  epidemic  of  Measles  occurred,  and  140  cases 
were  notified.  This  is  the  second  highest  figure  during  the  past  ten  years.  It 
will  be  recalled  that  there  were  229  known  cases  in  1953. 

The  Tuberculosis  Register  contains  the  names  of  60  persons  who  are  known  to 
be  suffering  from  this  disease;  either  in  the  lungs  (forty-five  cases)  or  in  other  parts 
of  the  body  (fifteen  cases).  Five  new  cases  were  notified  from  within  the  district 
during  the  year,  and  two  moved  into  the  area  ; but  the  deletion  of  four  persons 
from  the  register  (two  recovering  ; one  leaving  the  district ; and  one  dying)  has 
caused  the  total  to  rise  by  only  three.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  in  the  course 
of  coming  years  there  will  be  a progressive  fall  in  the  occurrence  of  Tuber- 
culosis in  the  community,  because  of  the  cumulative  effect  of  better  housing,  of 
B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  children  against  Tuberculosis,  and  of  the  detection  of 
unsuspected  chronic  cases,  or  early  cases,  by  the  service  operated  through  the 
chest  clinic,  the  Hospital  Board’s  Miniature  Radiography  Unit,  and  the  family 
doctors. 

Though  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchus  has  increased  substantially 
throughout  the  country,  our  records  do  not,  as  yet,  reflect  this  general  higher 
incidence.  In  1956  there  were  three  deaths  from  this  form  of  malignant  disease; 
and  three  were  also  recorded  in  1955,  in  1953  and  in  1950.  It  may  well  be  that 
we  shall  never  suffer  from  it  to  the  same  extent  as  residents  in  urban  areas, 
because,  not  only  do  most  country  people  smoke  less  than  city  dwellers  do,  but 
atmospheric  pollution  is  of  very  minor  importance  in  the  airy  uplands  of 
Bromyard  Rural  District. 

The  appointment  of  Dr.  O.  L.  Evans  as  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Northern  Districts  and  as  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  was  made 
on  December  5th,  1956.  It  was  arranged  that  he  would  commence  duty  on 
March  1st,  1957,  on  which  date  my  temporary  appointment  as  Acting  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  will  terminate. 
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In  view  of  my  recent  change  of  appointment  this  will  be  the  last  annual 
report  that  I will  present  to  you  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I shall  re- 
tain very  warm  memories  of  my  years  of  service,  and  of  the  happy  relations 
that  exist  among  officers  and  between  members  of  the  council  and  staff, — a spirit 
of  harmony  that  contributes  much  to  the  effectiveness  of  work  in  the  local 
government  service. 

I.  F.  MACKENZIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Office, 

4,  Church  Street, 

Leominster 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  (in  acres) 

61,114 

Population 

7,130 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1956)  according  to  the 

Rate  Books 

2,366 

Rateable  Value 

£31,848 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£127 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

Total  Male 

Female 

LIVE  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

108  55 

53 

(Illegitimate) 

7 6 

1 

115 

STILL  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

4 3 

1 

(Illegitimate) 

1 — 

5 

1 

DEATHS  

92  44 

48 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

Nil 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 

YEAR  OF  AGE  (Legitimate) 

2 — 

2 

(Illigitimate) 

y 

COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1956 

Birth  Rate  (per  1 ,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population) 

....  ' 16.1 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

15.7 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

41.7 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

23.0 

Death  Rate  (per  1 ,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population) 

12.9 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

11.7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  related  live  births)  ...  ....  17.4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  23.8 


5 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


113  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  or  chemical  examina- 
tion with  the  following  results  : 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Council  Owned  Supplies 

Bacteriological 

52 

3 

55 

Chemical 

1 

— 

1 

Private  Supplies 

Bacteriological 

24 

33 

57 

Chemical 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

77 

36 

113 

In  addition  one  sample  was  taken  for  hardness  tests. 


Houses  with  water  laid  on  inside  house,  December,  1955  1048 

Existing  houses  to  which  water  has  been  made  available 

inside  house  during  year  ....  ....  ....  7 

New  houses  provided  during  year  with  approved  water 

supply  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Total  number  of  dwellings  with  water  laid  to  house  ....  1065 

Houses  with  no  water  supply  within  the  house  ....  1301 

Total  ....  ....  ....  ....  2366 


For  practical  purposes  1956  was  a poor  year.  However,  in  the  latter  half 
of  the  year  the  Ministry  published  a draft  order  for  a Water  Board  covering 
the  whole  County,  and  all  signs  pointed  to  this  being  the  last  effort  by  the 
Ministry  to  get  the  District  Authorities  to  agree  to  co-operate  in  the  provision 
of  water  supplies.  In  actual  fact,  although  direct  opposition  to  a Board 
appeared  to  have  become  disorganised,  soon  after  the  end  of  1956  the  Ministry, 
in  the  absence  of  general  agreement,  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  make 
the  final  order. 


6 


The  Council’s  Engineers  produced  schemes  and  estimates  for  Bishop’s 
Froome  and  Bredenbury  for  presentation  to  the  Ministry.  The  Engineers  also 
reported  on  a scheme  for  Cradley  but  for  one  reason  or  another,  mostly  because 
of  general  indecision  over  the  Water  Board,  the  report  was  not  followed  up. 

Some  of  the  Council’s  small  housing  schemes  encountered  trouble  mainly 
due  to  the  prolonged  drought.  For  a short  period  the  services  of  the  Fire  Brigade 
had  to  be  called  upon  to  carry  water  to  Cradley.  Eventually  the  bore  had  to  be 
deepened  and  this  also  involved  the  erection  of  a new  pumphouse.  At  Whit- 
bourne  the  spring  flow  fell  to  a very  low  level  and  gave  rise  to  continual  trouble 
over  several  months.  Part  of  the  Fromes  Hill  bore  was  lined. 

Use  was  made  of  a borehole  at  Edwyn  Ralph,  sunk  during  the  year  for 
housing  purposes,  to  afford  supplies  to  a few  properties  nearby.  Erection  of 
houses  on  this  site  was  deferred  pending  some  easing  of  the  financial 
situation. 


DRAINAGE  and  SEWERAGE 

Perhaps  the  only  point  to  be  said  in  favour  of  not  having  a public  water 
supply  is  that  very  few  public  drainage  problems  can  arise.  Nevertheless  the 
question  of  the  provision  of  sewerage  will  follow  especially  in  places  such  as 
Bishop’s  Froome  and  Cradley. 

Houses  with  water  borne  sanitation  ....  758 


Houses  with  dry  sanitation  ....  ....  1608 

Houses  known  to  have  no  drainage  system  ....  510 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  monthly  collections  by  the  same  Contractor  continued  with  the  very 
minimum  of  complaint. 

Total  per  Average  per 

Annum  month 


Properties  visited  for  the  purpose 

of  collecting  refuse  ....  ....  19591 

Mileage  covered  ....  ....  7228 

Lorry  loads  collected  ....  ....  202^ 


1633 

602 

17 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 

Routine  visits  to  farm  premises,  Council  properties,  shops  and  where 
necessary,  private  properties,  continued. 


Extracts  from  the  annual  statistical  return  are  printed  below  : 


1,  Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authorities 
District 

TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Non- Agricultural 

Agric- 

ultural 

(1) 

Local 

Author- 

ity 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
business 
premises) 

Total 

of 

Cols. 
1,2 
& 3 

36 

1832 

33 

1901 

534 

2.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result 
of  : 

(aj  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under  the 
Act 

Nil 

10 

2 

12 

1 

36 

no 

43 

189 

137 

4.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sect.  2) 
which  were  found  to 
be  infested  by  : 

Major 

1 

1 

ya)  IvalS'"' 

Minor 

12 

11 

— 

23 

29 

Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

VDj  iviice 

Minor 

— 

4 

3 

7 

— 

5.  Number  of  infested 
properties  (in  Sect.  4) 
treated  by  the  L.A. 

11 

8 

19 

_ 

6.  Total  treatments 
carried  out  including 
re-treatments 

47 

16 



63 

HOP  PICKING  ACCOMMODATION 

Of  the  73  hop  growing  farms,  44  housed  pickers  during  the  1956  season 
and  20  farms  picked  by  machine. 

The  number  of  resident  pickers  including  caravan  dwellers  further  dropped 
and  was  estimated  to  be  not  more  than  2,300. 

There  were  no  serious  problems. 
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HOUSING 

In  view  of  the  National  restrictions  on  credit  and  of  reduced  subsidies,  the 
Council  reluctantly  came  to  the  conclusion  there  was  no  justification  in  erecting 
more  houses  at  present. 

Accordingly  the  eight  dwellings  planned  for  Edwyn  Ralph  and  for  which 
a bore  has  been  sunk,  have  not  been  proceeded  with. 

New  building  in  1956  was  confined  to  10  private  dwellings. 

Distribution  of  Council  houses  is  now  as  follows  : 


Parish 

Site 

Houses 

Avenbury 

Munderfield 

2 

Summerpool 

26 

Bishop’s  Froome  .... 

Uplands,  Fromes  Hill 

22 

Cradley 

Buryfields 

26 

Heathfields 

2 

Evesbatch 

Evesbatch 

4 

Grendon  Bishop 

Grendon  Firs 

10 

Linton 

Malvern  Road 

8 

Much  Cowarne 

Mill  Lane 

6 

Moorend 

4 

Ode  Pychard 

Holme  Oaks 

14 

Pencombe 

4 

Pencombe 

Swedish 

2 

Sparrington 

♦8 

Stanford  Bishop 

Stanford  Bishop 

6 

Stoke  Lacy 

6 

Stoke  Lacy 

Cricks  Green 

4 

Swedish 

4 

Tedstone  Delamere .... 

Delamere  Road 

6 

Ullingswick 

4 

Ullingswick 

Hostel 

5 

Upper  Sapey 

Lock  Hill  Cottages 

6 

Whitbourne 

Meadow  Green 

8 

Wolferlow 

Wolferlow 

2 

TOTAL  . 

...  189 

* Not  18  as  printed  in  1955 
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In  complete  contrast  to  the  disappointing  position  with  regard  to 
new  building,  there  was  sustained  activity  over  Improvement  Grants.  The  figures 


for  1956  only  are  : 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  full  applications 

were  received  ....  ....  ....  ....  28 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  grants  were  made  25 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  applications 

were  refused  or  withdrawn  ....  ....  ....  0 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  improvement 

works  were  completed  ....  ....  ....  7 

Total  value  of  works  approved  for  grant  ....  ....  £18,504  12  9 

Total  grant  offered  in  respect  of  above  works  ....  £7,197  13  6 

Erection  of  New  Houses  by  Private  Enterprise 

Number  of  dwellings  completed  ....  ....  ....  10 

Number  of  dwellings  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 


Of  those  completed,  seven  were  for  occupation  by  agricultural  workers 
and  were  erected  under  subsidy. 

As  in  previous  years  a great  deal  of  time  was  devoted  to  preliminary 
enquiries,  visiting  sites,  consultation  with  various  interested  parties,  examination 
of  plans,  etc.  and  sub-committees. 


GENERAL  COMMENT  ON  HOUSING  NEEDS 
and  UNFIT  DWELLINGS  (Category  5) 

Leaving  aside  financial  difficulties,  it  is  never  easy  for  the  Council  to  find 
new  housing  sites  in  the  most  convenient  places  and  where  water  is  readily 
available.  It  follows  therefore  that  if  people  are  to  be  encouraged  to  stay  in  the 
country,  some  effort  has  got  to  be  made  by  private  landlords  to  provide  new  or 
improve  existing  accommodation.  High  cost  of  new  building,  low  “ tied  ” 
rentals  and  now  the  Government’s  reduced  subsidy  have  all  tended  to 
discourage  erection  of  new  private  houses  for  letting.  Improvement  Gran  ts 
appear  to  be  the  main  hope  of  providing  better  housing  in  the  right  places  and 
for  the  right  people  ; this  has  been  the  Council’s  policy. 

Parallel  with  the  action  towards  new  and  improved  accommodation,  the 
Council  has  endeavoured  to  deal  with  the  relatively  high  proportion  of  Category 
5 cottages.  The  1954  figure  was  359  and  this  had  dropped  to  222  by  the  end  of 
1956.  Quite  a number  of  the  cottages  visited  to  date  were  found  to  be  partly 
derelict  and  quite  beyond  human  occupation,  in  fact  in  many  cases  the  beasts 
of  the  field  were  already  in  possession. 
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Through  following  a policy  of  taking  action  against  empty  and/or  the 
worst  of  the  Category  5 cottages,  opportunities  for  persuading  landlords  to 
carry  out  large  schemes  of  repair  have  not  often  occurred.  Generally  speaking, 
owners  have  been  well  satisfied  to  give  an  undertaking  not  to  relet. 

The  effort  to  secure  special  accommodation  for  “ problem  ” families 
mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  came  to  a very  disappointing  end. 

(i)  Number  of  houses  subject  to  Time  and  Place  Notices  19 

(Section  11,  Housing  Act  1936) 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  on  which  demolition  orders  were 

served  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  on  which  undertakings  not  to 

relet  were  accepted  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  on  which  undertakings  to  repair 

were  accepted  ....  ....  ....  ....  0 


The  position  regarding  Category  5 houses  is  now  : 

Number  in  Category  5 in  1955*  ....  *315 

Less  (ii)  and  (iii)  above  ....  ....  ....  17 

Less  found  to  be  derelict  or  converted  ....  11 

Less  placed  in  higher  category  ....  8 

36 

Total  Class  5 remaining  to  be  dealt  with  ....  *279 

*Less  the  following  houses  dealt  with  prior  to  1954 
and  not  previously  recorded  : 

Placed  in  higher  category  ....  ....  16 

Deleted  from  all  records  ....  ....  41 


57 

Total  Class  5 remaining  to  be  dealt  with  at  the  end 

of  1956  ....  ....  ....  ....  222 

INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(a)  Milk  Regulations 

Number  of  Retailers  licensed  for  T.T.  milk  ....  4 

Number  of  Retailers  licensed  for  Sterilised  ....  1 

Number  of  Retailers  licensed  for  Pasteurised  ....  4 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  biological  examination  4 
Number  of  samples  found  to  be  positive  ...  0 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  other  tests  ....  4 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  ....  0 

Number  of  visits  occasioned  by  milk  duties  ....  27 


All  milk  retailed  in  the  Bromyard  Rural  Area  has  now  to  be  of 
“ designated  ” standard. 
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(b)  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Number  of  Public  Houses  ....  ....  ....  26 

Number  of  Food  Shops  ....  ....  ....  29 

Number  of  Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice  cream  ....  ....  ....  ....  14 


The  Food  Shops  are  made  up  as  follows  : 

Full  Grocery  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

Sweets  only  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Cafe  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Combined  Post  Office/Sweet  ....  ....  3 

Combined  Post  Office/Grocery  ....  ....  8 

Ice  Cream  only  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 


I 

(c)  List  of  Food  Condemned 

12  X 4 lb.  Danish  Chopped  Pork  and  Tongue. 

Routine  visits  continued. 

Effort  is  being  made  to  secure  some  improvements  to  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion at  certain  Inns  but  inadequate  water  supply  is  usually  the  big  stumbling 


block. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 

Number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  at  3 1 St  December  ....  8 

Number  of  Bullocks  slaughtered  and  inspected  ....  39 

Number  of  Heifers  slaughtered  and  inspected  ....  20 

Number  of  Calves  slaughtered  and  inspected  ....  Nil 

Number  of  Pigs  slaughtered  and  inspected  ....  91 

Number  of  Sheep  slaughtered  and  inspected  ....  577 


The  slaughterhouse  at  Whitbourne  has  been  visited  weekly  and  the 
remarkably  high  standard  of  meat  has  again  been  noted.  There  is  no  question 
of  dealing  with  any  casualties  or  with  animals  not  reared  in  the  locality.  It  is 
a great  pity  that  the  building  and  its  amenities  do  not  comply  with  modern 
standards. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  & 1948 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

In- 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  L.A. 

1 

1 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  includ- 
ed in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  L.A. 

5 

2 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  L.A. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

6 

3 

— 

— 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

ANALYSES  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 


Age  of  Patient 


Disease 

0-1 

1-2 

3-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25  and 
over 

Un- 

known 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

1 

4 

12 

1 

— 

— 

— 

21 

Measles 

— 

13 

22 

66 

29 

3 

4 

3 

140 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

4 

Tuberculosis  .... 
(Pulmonary) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Acute  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  1956  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained  the  names  of 
thirty-four  males  and  twenty-six  females  who  normally  reside  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  five  Pulmonary  cases  were  notified,  and  two 
Pulmonary  cases  moved  into  the  district. 

During  the  same  period  two  persons  recovered,  one  left  the  district, 
and  one  died. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946,  Section  26 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 
Numbers  of  children  in  the  district  who  were  treated  during  the  year  ; 


Purpose  of 

Age  at  date  of  immunisation  or 
vaccination 

Reinforcing 

' Injections  ' 

Injection 

Under 

1 yr. 

1 

yr. 

i-i 

>> 

3 

yrs. 

5-9 

yrs. 

10-14 

yrs. 

15  and 
over 

Total 

Immunisation 

against 

Diphtheria 

24 

30 

2 

1 

8 

2 

67 

152 

Immunisation 

against 

Whooping  Cough 

29 

28 

4 

1 

62 

Vaccination 

against 

Smallpox 

59 

3 

2 

1 

— 

1 

66 

4 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  a County  Council  responsibility  and 
the  figures  given  above  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 


Disease 

Males 

Females 

TOTAL 

Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

— 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  .... 

6 

4 

10 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

7 

9 

16 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

5 

1 

6 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

— 

2 

Other  heart  disease 

6 

15 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

4 

6 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

3 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

3 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .... 

— 

1 

n 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

4 

6 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

All  other  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

All  causes 

44 

48 

92 
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